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to signify a demon. From the Rigveda down to the
classics Asura denoted power and ruthless strength.
?Even Kalidasa refers indirectly to the cruel warfare
of the Assyrians, the Asuras, by his advocating the
ways of the 'righteous conqueror5 (dharmavijayi}, who
took away the sovereignty from the vanquished but
not his state (sriyam jahara na in medinirn) as against the
Asura kind of warfare wherein the conqueror brought
annihilation to the population and uprooted violently
the state (utkhaya tarasa).
The Assyrian conquerors sought to crush nations
through their unexampled mercilessness and yet there
were rebellions year after year; the chiefs and the
people knew the unrelenting fate awaiting them
following capture and yet they revolted; the cities
were conscious of the slaughter that would ensue on
their capitulation, all the same, they closed their gates
to the inhuman invader and faced the inevitable
holocaust It was because violence and militarism
can never crush peoples and nations. They have
their repercussions rebounding on themselves as it
happened in Assyria. Nations rose, suffered yet
balked the barbarians, and turned the blazes of fire
that the latter had made for others to themselves,
and the flames gutted their palaces and licked clean
their monuments of victory and motifs of art. Dis-
tant nations and their chroniclers wondered, as do
we now sometimes, at the fate of Nineveh. But no,
Nineveh went down amid the cutses of the nations
and was forgotten like a story told, an argument long
forgotten, for its glory was written on the tide of water
and it was washed away when the waves rolled. So
one should not wonder at the fate of Nineveh. The
contemporary prophet Nahum never did. Instead, he
blazed forth in splendid poetry the inevitable doom;
ccWoe to the bloody city. Behold, I am against thee,
saith the Lord of Hosts, and I will discover thy skirts
thy face, and I will show the nations thy naked-
^ kingdoms thy shame. And I will cast